DEGIFS AGM 2000

Chateau Whistler Hotel, Whistler BC, October 19th 2000

2.1 Annual DEGIFS Report From Chair (Tim Smith P.Geo)

DEGIFS had another year of successful events and projects in 1999/2000. The highlights were the Annual General Meetings in Victoria and Whistler in which the professional development seminars again showed that that our members are continuing to provide quality work and innovative and cost effective solutions to the BC Forest Industry. DEGIFS has continued to be a very active group and the membership currently stands at 275. Initiatives undertaken by the division over the last year include:

· Awarding of the first DEGIFS bursaries to 3 students at UBC, SFU and the Forest Management Institute of BC (FMIBC). 

· Securing a seat on the Forest Engineering Steering Committee, a joint industry/government group. 

· Continued support of the FMIBC, which successfully graduated its first class in May of this year. 

· Development of one-day workshops that will enable our members to detail to both industry and government innovative techniques in road building on the steep, mountainous terrain of BC. These workshops are proposed for the fall of 2000 and will be held in the Vancouver and Kamloops regions. 

· Recognition of the significant contribution by members through DEGIFS participation in the award of the Forest Engineering Award of Excellence. 

· The development of a Terrain Stability Mapping Forum to be held at the 2000 Whistler AGM. The forum will provide the forester's perspective, the mapper's perspective, the interior and coastal perspective and the perspective of the professionals using the maps to complete terrain stability field assessments. 

· The development of a one-day workshop for members in the area of risk assessment and landslide runout to be held in 2001.

Additionally, our active collaboration with APEGBC, the Joint Practices Board (JPB), the Ministry of Forests and the Association of British Columbia Professional Foresters (ABCPF) have resulted in proactive changes to the Forest Practices Code and have strengthened the view of fellow professionals and the forest industry of the benefit and the skills provided by DEGIFS members. The division, through the Guidelines Sub-committee, has provided both professional and technical review for the following documents: 

· The Forest Road Regulations 

· Forest Practices Code Administrative Remedies Regulation 

· Gully Assessment Procedure 

· Best Management Practices Handbook: Hillslope Restoration in British Columbia 

· Watershed Restoration Program – Standards Agreements 

· The Forest Management in Avalanche Prone Terrain Handbook 

· Forest Road Deactivation Practices Infoflip ™ 

· Forest Road Drainage Infoflip ™

Thanks to all the members of the Executive for their efforts and support over the last year. Peter Mitchell deserves special recognition for his efforts and devotion to the DEGIFS cause. The Ink Mafia, aka Bruce Thomson and Clark Gunter, continue to surprise with their thought provoking commentaries as Co-Editors of Aspect. Thanks to our Webmaster, Del Ferguson and more recently Cathy Brown for their efforts in ensuring that DEGIFS stays abreast of technology with the upkeep of our webpage.

1999/2000 Division Executive

· Timothy Smith P.Geo Chair 

· Brian Chow P.Eng Vice-Chair 

· Rob Wilson P.Eng/P.Geo Past Chair 

· Don Dobson P.Eng Treasurer 

· Shelley Higman P.Eng/P.Geo Secretary 

· Al Chatterton P.Geo/RPF Guidelines Sub-committee 

· Tim Giles P.Geo Workshops 

· Mike Wise P.Eng Communications Liaison 

· Peter Jordan P.Geo JPB Liaison 

· Peter Mitchell P.Eng APEGBC

2.2 DEGIFS Membership (Shelley Higman P.Geo/P.Eng) 

DEGIFS currently has 275 members of which:

· a. 39 are affiliates. 

· b. 71 are P.Geo's. 

· c. 141 are P.Eng' s. 

· d. 10 P.Eng/P.Geo's. 

· e. 27 are EIT' s. 

· f. 16 are GIT's. 

· g. 2 are EIT/GIT's 

· h. 4 are Pupils 

· i. 2 are Life Members 

· j. 2 are Non Resident Licenses

Brett Gilley, GIT will be the Affiliate Members representative. His role is to improve the service to affiliate members as well as track the membership.

2.3 Subcommittee on Guidelines for Practice (Alan Chatterton, P.Geo, RPF) 

The following documents were reviewed by the guidelines sub-committee over the last 12 months: 

1. Forest Road Regulation

Completed review of proposed changes to the Forest Practices Code - Forest Road Regulation Comments forwarded to MoF for consideration and incorporation into the Regulation 

2. Administrative Remedies Regulation

Completed review of proposed changes to the Forest Practices Code - Administrative Remedies Regulation; Joint APEGBC/ABCPF letter to the MoF outlining concerns regarding professional liability and the proposed Regulation changes 

3. Gully Assessment Procedure

Completed review of the update to the Forest Practices Code – Gully Assessment Procedure. Comments forwarded to MoF – Vancouver Forest Region 

4. Best Management Practices Handbook: Hillslope Restoration in British Columbia

Review of Best Management Practices Handbook: Hillslope Restoration in British Columbia prepared by Golder Associates Ltd. on contract to the MoF. Comments forwarded to MoF – Watershed Restoration Program 

5. Watershed Restoration Program – Standards Agreements 

Preliminary discussions with the MoF regarding the role of professionals in the planning and conduct of watershed restoration projects 

6. Avalanche Handbook 

Participation in committee involved in the development of the Avalanche Handbook, a technical handbook addressing land use practices in avalanche prone terrain. 

7. Forest Road Deactivation Practices

Preliminary review of Infoflip ™ pamphlet regarding forest road deactivation practices 

8. Forest Road Drainage

Preliminary review of Infoflip ™ pamphlet regarding forest road drainage

Other notable achievements and efforts include: 

1. Forest Engineering Steering Committee

Secured APEGBC position on the joint Industry/Government – Forest Engineering Steering Committee 

2. "Bioengineering" 

Discussions with the MoF regarding use of the term "bioengineering"

2.4 Joint Forest Engineering Award of Excellence (Brian Chow, P.Eng) 

The Association of BC Professional Foresters (ABCPF) and the Association of Professional Engineers and Geoscientists of BC (APEGBC) bestowed their joint 2000 Forest Engineering Award of Excellence on the Forest Management Institute of BC for its contributions to the professions and forest engineering.

The Forest Engineering Award of Excellence is sponsored jointly by the ABCPF and APEGBC. The Award recognizes excellence and promotes cooperation and leadership in forest engineering in the broadest sense.

Nominees may be individuals, organizations or associations, responsible for projects that have demonstrated or represent outstanding accomplishments in forest engineering. Individuals must be members of either ABCPF or APEGBC. Organization and associations must be recognized as being associated with professional forestry, professional engineering or professional geoscience. To be eligible, projects must have been completed within the past two years, and carried out by, or under the supervision of, a member of either association. Nominees must be either residents of BC, work for a BC-based firm, or the work must have been carried out in British Columbia. A management, academic, or research contribution, or the life work of an individual, may also be considered by the award selection committee.

The award is presented annually, alternately by ABCPF (odd years) and APEGBC (even years), and normally at an Annual General Meeting or similar prestigious event. In March of this year, the award was presented to FMIBC at the ABCPF AGM in Prince George.

2.5 Joint Practice Board (Peter Jordan P.Geo) 

1999 – 2000 activities of the Joint Practice Board are summarized as follows:

1. Review of changes to the Forest Road Regulation, especially the bridge design issue. 

2. Preparation of articles on professional practice for Innovation and Forum: 

Make sure you know what a QRP is", providing further discussion on the definition of a qualified registered professional especially with regard to the roles of technicians and professionals.

Bridge design and the role of the registered professional", discussing recent changes to the Forest Road Regulation with respect to bridge design. This was an unusually contentious issue, and the article went through many iterations over several months.

3. Further discussion on introducing a Forest Engineering program at UBC. This included a meeting with the Dean of Applied Science, and a letter to the two deans supporting such a program. The present situation is that introduction of a separate degree program is unlikely in the near future. It is more likely that a dual-degree program will be encouraged, leading to eligibility for joint P.Eng/RPF registration, in an additional year of study. A further meeting is being planned once the new permanent Dean of Forestry is appointed. 

4. An issue came up, which was that of recognition of ASTTBC members as Qualified Registered Professionals by the Ministry of Forests. This was resolved by private discussions with the Ministry of Forests. 

5. The idea of an inter-professional task force, consisting of Foresters, Engineers/Geoscientists, Agrologists, and Biologists was introduce. This was prompted in part, by the possibility that RPBio's may soon be recognized. Discussion on this issue is just beginning. 

6. The topic of a skills matrix was reintroduced; it was previously dealt with by the Joint Task Force in 1997-98. The JPB plans to prepare reference documents and possibly articles, covering the required and recommended skills for terrain stability mapping, terrain stability field assessments, and watershed assessments. Work on this is in progress. 

7. The roles of PEng/PGeo's, RPFs, and CAA technicians in doing snow avalanche assessments for forestry was discussed briefly, in the context of the snow avalanche handbook being prepared by Ministry of Forests. 

8. Bill Grainger and Tim Smith have been nominated as APEGBC members to the JPB, replacing Terry Lewis and Peter Jordan.

2.6 Workshops (Tim Giles, P.Geo) 

The Workshops presented at the 2000 APEGBC Annual General Meeting in Whistler on October 19, 1999 is a forum for discussion on Terrain Stability Mapping and related issues. 

1. Forum on Terrain Stability Mapping

(i) Expectations of Terrain Stability Mapping from the Forester's Perspective

· Glen Dick, RPF Riverside Forest Products Ltd 

· Reiner Augustin, RPF Kalesnikoff Lumber Co. Ltd 

These presentations will cover the professional foresters' perspective of forest development on steep slopes. Terrain Stability Mapping and Terrain Stability Field Assessments must provide a realistic evaluation of risks to life and property. 

(ii) Terrain Stability Mapping from the Mapper's Perspective

· Denny Maynard, P.Geo Denny Maynard and Associates Ltd 

· Tim Giles, P.Geo Ministry of Forests 

This session will cover the steps to produce Terrain Stability Maps. It will provide insights into the technical aspects of map preparation and some of the limitations mappers encounter during air photo interpretation, fieldwork and map production.

(iii) Criteria for Terrain Stability Mapping

· Terry Rollerson, P.Geo Golder Associates Ltd 

· Tom Millard, P.Geo Ministry of Forests

This presentation will show how the incorporation of Terrain Attribute Studies in the completion of Terrain Stability Mapping helps to provide realistic interpretations of terrain stability. 

(iv) Terrain Stability Field Assessments

· Al Chatterton, RPF/P.Geo Timberwest Forest Corporation 

· Shelley Higman, PEng/PGeo Weyerhaeuser Company Ltd 

· Jim Morrison, P.Eng Wildstone Engineering Ltd

Within the context of the Forest Practices Code, one of the purposes of terrain stability mapping (TSM) is to determine where a terrain stability field assessment (TSFA) must be carried out by a qualified registered professional. This workshop session is intended to investigate in greater detail the relationship between TSM and TSFA's.

Are current mapping standards adequate to guide TSFA activities? 

Does TSM provide adequate information to appropriately focus TSFA activities? 

How should TSFA information be fed back into TSM in order to increase the reliability of TSM?

2 Other Workshops

Workshops coming up in 2001 include a focus on the economic realities of geotechnical recommendations. Two workshops will be given in conjunction with the BC Forestry Continuing Studies Network:

1. Coastal one-day workshop coordinated by Mike Wise, P.Eng. 

2. Kamloops one-day workshop coordinated by Brian Nachtigal, P.Eng. and Kevin Turner, P.Eng.

An additional workshop on Risk Assessment/Management with respect to Landslide Run-out is being planned for winter 2001. This workshop is being coordinated by Tim Smith, P.Geo. and Don Dobson, P.Eng.

2.7 ASPECT (Bruce Thomson P.Geo) 

There have been 2 issues of Aspect so far in 2000. A third issue will be distributed by the end of November. With the departure of Clark Gunter, P.Geo, Aspect is looking for another co-editor. Additionally, Aspect is looking for new members to join the editorial board, and for members to submit articles for Aspect.

During the meeting, there was some discussion regarding the purpose of the editorial board. It was decided to leave the fate of the editorial board to the DEGIFS Executive. 

Also discussed during the meeting was a request for electronic distribution of Aspect via email. Also discussed was the need for an Aspect link on the DEGIFS web site.

2.8 Web Page (Del Ferguson, P.Geo)

The DEGIFS web page has a new address: DEGIFS.com
A suggestion came from the floor to be able to update contact information on the web site. Tim Smith requested help from the membership for the web html

2.9 Bursary Award (Brian Chow, P.Eng, Brent Ward, P.Geo, Shelley Higman, P.Eng. /P.Geo 

The Division of Engineers and Geoscientists In The Forest Sector (DEGIFS) is pleased to announce the development of three bursaries for students enrolled in accredited post secondary or post graduate programs at degree granting institutions in British Columbia directly related to professional forest engineering and/or forest geoscience/geotechnique, or participants enrolled in the Forest Management Institute of BC (FMIBC).

The purpose of the award is to encourage and promote education and advancement in forest engineering and geoscience/geotechnique and provide nominal financial assistance to students enrolled in programs directly related to these areas.

This year, the Bursary Subcommittee (Shelley Higman, Brent Ward, Brian Chow) reviewed four applications. Based on review of the applications, considering: financial need, field of study, academic standing, career goals, and submitted papers, the $1000 bursary awards were granted to:

· SFU – Colin Woolridge 

· UBC - Julie Orban 

· FMIBC - John Suwala 

General discussion followed, addressing the following points:

1. Terms of reference for the bursaries should be on the DEGIFS web page 

2. The question was raised whether DEGIFS should continue to give bursaries since there were only 4 applicants for 3 awards. The general consensus was not to be concerned about the low number of applicants – the important points are: 1) that the applicants are worthy of the award; and 2) that the bursaries assist people in fulfilling their educational needs. 

3. The question was then raised as to whether the value of the bursary was adequate. The consensus from the membership was the $1000 value is fine. 

4. It was suggested that the bursary application information be sent to individual faculty members at the institutions in order to more effectively advertise that the bursaries are available.

2.10 FMIBC Report (Robert Bowden, PhD, P.Eng / Brian Chow, P.Eng) 

The Institute would like to thank DEGIFS for their members who are: participants, instructors, representatives on FMIBC's Board, and supporters at large.

The Institute is also grateful for the inclusion of program information in ASPECT and on DEGIFS' website, and for a DEGIFS' bursary which was awarded to one of the Institute's graduates.

Notable events during the past year included:

· a change of name, from the Silviculture and Forest Engineering Institute of BC to the Forest Management Institute of BC (FMIBC), for strategic and marketing reasons 

· graduation of the Institute's first 24 forest engineering diploma graduates 

· enrolment of a new and full class of participants 

· a complete review and revision of the forest engineering diploma program, making it superior to our award-winning version 

· recognition of the Institute's program through two awards: FRBC Forest Excellence Award - Education (1999-2000), and the ABCPF/APEGBC Forest Engineering Award of Excellence (2000) 

· a growth in program awareness and increased support from industry and government 

· the delivery of 3 successful modules 

· acquisition of additional funding

Activities in the coming year will include developing a six-week forest engineering program for non-professionals, while continuing to deliver modules that meet the needs of professionals. We will also investigate and implement techniques for improving program value, specifically for remote and time-challenged participants.

Full enrolment and strong support from industry, consulting, government, and the professional associations is essential in order to maintain a healthy program and Institute. Consequently, we hope that DEGIFS will continue to support our efforts to improve forest practices in BC during the coming year. DEGIFS support can add aid our funding, enrolment and development efforts, as well as increasing the caliber of our program through member participation.

2.11 2000 DEGIFS Strategic Planning Meeting (Rob Wilson P.Eng/P.Geo) 

In March 1999, the DEGIFS executive was asked how the Division fits in with APEGBC Strategic Planning. A Strategic Planning meeting was decided to be held at the Pinnacles Resort on Silver Star Mountain, February 26th 2000. The focus was on DEGIFS member training programs that could establish and improve relationships with the Council of Forest Industries (COFI), MoF and ABCPF. 

Three platforms were decided on: 

1. The economic realities of geotechnical recommendations related to road building on steep mountainous terrain. 

2. Terrain Stability Mapping 

3. Risk Assessment, in particular, with respect to landslide run-out.

These became a focal point with respect to organizing and planning the professional development track at the Whistler APEGBC AGM and on developing workshops for our members. 

The first platform on difficult road building was decided to be dealt with by a series of workshops. A workshop was presented in the Cariboo on Alternative Road Construction techniques on difficult slopes in August 17th 2000. Future workshops are planned for the coast and the southern interior in spring 2001.

The second platform, terrain stability mapping, was decided to be brought to the DEGIFS forefront in October 2000 at the Whistler AGM, devoting a full day devoted to looking at various perspectives, including, the Foresters, interior, coastal, and from the mappers perspective. Other initiatives for terrain stability mapping which include a mappers mentoring program and working towards ensuring succession of qualified mappers were also discussed.

A target was set for developing a risk assessment and landslide runout course/workshop within the next year. Information and papers on these topics were planned to be posted on the Web site. 

2.12 2000 Budget (Don Dobson P.Eng) 

The significant activity over the reporting period included the receipt of membership dues collected by APEGBC in March, in the amount of $5,930.75, and the payment of the three DEGIFS Bursaries in July. The balance as of August 30th is $18,841.75. The next major expenses will be related to the AGM in Whistler in October. 

General discussion on the proposed budget for 2000/2001 from the meeting was recorded as follows:

1. Brent Ward moves that DEGIFS sponsor travel expenses for DEGIFS Executive members to attend the DEGIFS AGM meeting. Kevin Turner seconded the motion. Motion carried.

2.13 Election of 2000-2001 Division Executive (Tim Smith, P.Geo)

Current executive could not meet the terms of reference of the annual executive election. As a result, the following dates regarding the election are proposed:

· September 26, 2000 Ballots are mailed out 

· October 24, 2000 Ballots are received 

· October 27, 2000 Ballots are counted

Tim Smith moved that the 2000/2001 DEGIFS Executive election be amended for this election only to reflect the above stated timeline. Robert Bowden moved to carry. Scott Weston seconded. Motion carried.

The nominees for election to the DEGIFS Executive for 2000/2001 are: 

· Mike Greig RPF, P.Eng 

· Tim Stokes P.Geo, PhD 

· Hardy Bartle P.Eng 

· Doug Underhill P.Eng 

· Peter Weir P.Geo 

· Kevin Turner P.Eng

2.14 Other Business

1. The attendees decided there should be a Terrain Stability Mapping Task Force established 

2. Suggestion for a (secure) bulletin board on the DEGIFS web site for discussion of issues – perhaps funding would be available through FRBC 

3. Peter Jordan requests that DEGIFS support a 2-day landslide conference and 1-day field trip in Nelson. There would be no financial liability to DEGIFS. Accepted by the floor. 

4. Bob Gerath indicated that Oregon has passed a Bill that places all responsibility of landslide occurrence on the Department of Forestry. Thurber Engineering will be attending a field trip discussing this new Bill, and Bob G. suggests that a DEGIFS representative also attend. Bob will email the DEGIFS executive, and will submit a short article to Aspect.

Attendees at DEGIFS Annual Meeting, October 19th, 2000

49 DEGIFS members attended and are listed as follows: 

Tim Giles (Workshop Chair); Brian Chow (Vice Chair); Tim Smith (Chair); Brian Carson; Martin Carver; Peter Jordan (JPB liaison); Ted Fuller; Ron Jordan; Doug Stead; Brent Ward; Jennifer Clarke; Tom Millard; Em Hegglon; Bob Gerath; Mark Walmsley; Bruce Thomson (Aspect editor); Denny Maynard; Irene Weiland; Peter Weir; Doug Kelly; Polly Unnila; Jen Shypitka; Tedd Robertson; Deepa Spaeth Filatow; Chris Lewen; Tim Dunne; Brian Nachtigal; Dallas Hemphill; David Melville; Kevin Turner; Terry Lewis; Craig Jones; June Ryder; Scott Weston; Claire Tweeddale; Sid Tsang; Bud Iverson; Brian Roberts; Robert Bowden; Hardy Bartle; Shelley Higman (Secretary); Brett Gilley; Ron Arksey; Tim Stokes; Jeremy Appt

4 Non-members attended: 

Paul Blueschke; Heather Stewart; Glen Dick; Michael Jokich

