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The Editorial

by
Sharon Scott, P.Geo., Eng. L.

| It is always interesting when we see large scale landslide potential. The recent closure

of Highway 97 between Kelowna and Penticton due to the chance for 300,000 cubic
meters of rock to move down slope is an apt demonstration of this. This certainly
qualifies as a threat to the public, infrastructure and the environment! Blasting in the
area for a highway expansion project was believed to have contributed to the landslide
initiation. Kudos to the highways workers who recognized the problem and shut the
highway down, and to the geotechnical engineers who assessed the area. This work is
essential to keep people and property safe. The more recent rockslide on Highway 19
between Prince George and Prince Rupert was in the news as well. There is no
shortage of work in BC regarding this kind of issue.

Another year is at an end and it has been a full one. At the AGM in October it was
announced that the vote on the DEGIFS terms of reference change were passed. It also
sparked some lively debate on exactly what this division now does. That very thing will
be defined in the near future and anyone wanting to provide some input should contact
the executive and have their say.

As announced in October we have a new executive. Welcome to the new executive
members and thanks to the ones still on board. The fact that you are able to volunteer
your time is gratefully acknowledged!

To all members, you make ASPECT what it is, so take the time to contribute your
thoughts and ideas in articles and letters. ASPECT welcomes announcements,
technical articles, letters to the Ed, project profiles, photos, tips, jokes,
etcéé.basically anyt hionigtereshDEGIFSweembeds. b e n e

Seasons Greetings and best wishes
for a successful New Year!

Please note: DEGIFS Executive does not necessarily support or agree with the opinions and conclusions
indicated in the editorial.
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INTRODUCING THE 2008/09
DEGIFS Executive

The DEGIFS terms-of-reference (TOR) specify
that the DEGIFS executive shall consist of the
Past Chair and seven members elected by the
DEGIFS membership.

Executive members who were elected last year
and are continuing include:

1 Jeremy Araki, P. Eng.

1 Julien Henley, P.Eng.

1 Mike Noseworthy, P.Geo., Eng. L.

1 Jack Whittles, P. Geo., Eng. L.
Out-going chair, Irena Weiland, P.Geo., Eng. L.,
will continue with the executive for an additional
year as Past Chair.

As no additional nominees were received as part
of this years election process, the new members
of the executive (elected by acclamation) are:

1 Joe Kenny, P. Eng.

9 Sharon Scott, P. Geo., Eng. L.

1 Shawn Vokey, P. Eng.

Congratulations to the new members of the
executive.

Additional details on the election of executive members
can be found in the DEGIFS Terms of Reference at:
www.degifs.com.

Your executive positions for 2007/2008 are:
Jeremy Araki - Chair

Jack Whittles i Vice Chair and Workshop and
AGM Coordinator

Joe Kenny i Secretary and Website
Coordinator

Mike Noseworthy i Treasurer

Shawn Vokey 1 Bursary Coordinator
Sharon Scott - Website Coordinator and
Workshop and AGM Coordinator

Julien Henley i JPB Liaison

Irena Weiland i Past Chair
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DEGIFS ANNUAL GENERAL
MEETING: OCTOBER 16™, 2008

KELOWNA, BC
By Irena Weiland, P.Geo, Eng.L.
Past Chair

The following is a highlight of discussion items
raised at the AGM in Kelowna in October 2008.
Draft minutes from the meeting, with the report
from the chair for 2007/2008 and discussion items
from the floor, will be made available on the
DEGIFS website in late January 2009.

1. Letter ballot conducted in
Septe mber / October t o
Terms of Reference and to rename the
division DEGIRS (Division of Engineers and
Geoscientists in the Resource Sector):

Result: 100 ballots (39%) were returned, with 98
in favor and 2 spoiled.

2. Expansion
forestry resource sectors:

With the letter ballot in October, the division
membership supported the expansion of the
division® mandate into non-forestry resource
sectors, including the proposed name change to
DEGIRS. However, at the AGM, concerns were
raised that the amended purpose of the division
(as per the amended terms of reference) is
defined too broadly and requires further
discussion and more precise wording. A motion
was passed that
force to define DEGIRS role in the resource
sector and to revisit the name of DEGIRS to
clarify the intent of

3. Expiry of Limited Licences in Engineering
(Eng.L.) for geoscientists:

With amendments to section 20.78 of Worksafe
BCdbs OH&SR
(see article by Peter Mitchell in Aspect,
September 2008), the Ilimited licences in
engineering (Eng.L.) issued to geoscientists
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carrying out terrain stability assessments on
forestry roads, would expire. A motion was
passed at the AGM, that t he inew
executive ask APEGBC Council to extend the
Eng.L. beyond January 1, 2009, until the time
when t he JPBO&Ss proposed
practitioners i s approve
expected that the skill set will be presented to
Council for approval later in 2009.

2008 DEGIFS i Field Trip Photos:
Chase Creek Watershed Some of the sediments
Wednesday, October 15, 2008 deactivated road.

By Sharon Scott, P. Geo., Eng. L.

This field trip was led by Don Dobson. It explored
the numerous issues facing Chase Creek,
beginning in the upper watershed and culminating
at the mouth. Discussions touched on the
implications of the current mountain pine beetle
infestation with regards to watershed hydrology,
slope stability, and downstream development.

u Fl (2 i y = [ & .
The troops trudging along the deactivated road. It was
a sunny but cool day!

The start of the field trip: A deactivated road along a
valley side. There are hundreds of landslides in this
valley. Here Kevin Turner is discussing his landslide
mapping of the area.
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along the deactivated road.

We were travelling up some fairly steep road pitches to
access the field trip stops. Here we are walking up to
the lunch stop as the bus got stuck in snow and ice
and started slipping. We left it behind while Don and
the bus driver put chains on the tires.
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Happily the bus made it up to the lunch stop. It had to
as this was also the turn around location.

While awaiting the bus we enjoyed lunch, and the
presentation by the gentlemen from Tolko Industries
Ltd.
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