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The Editor: 

Sharon Scott, P.Geo., Eng. L. 
Hayes Forest Services 
Limited 
sharon.scott@hayes.bc.ca 

 
The “Editorial”      
by 

Sharon Scott, P.Geo., Eng. L. 
   

“20,000 forest jobs lost since 2007” 
Not the most positive of statements regarding Forestry.  Earlier this month the 
Conference Board of Canada released a report on the Forest Industry in Canada.  They 
predict Canadian Forestry will lose another $750 million this year but will squeeze out a 
small profit in 2009.  That makes it the second money losing year in a row for the 
industry, with the small silver lining of an expected rebound in the market in late 2009 or 
early 2010. 
 
But hey, let’s look at other resource sectors!  Like the mining sector for instance as it still 
booms in BC.  So much boom in fact that the BC Mineral Exploration and Mining Labor 
Task Force developed a human resource strategy to attract 15,000 workers earlier this 
year.  This industry directly impacts over 100,000 jobs in the province.  BC mining is a 
major component of a 7 billion dollar industry in BC. 
 
And then there is the 8000 potential Run-of-the-river power projects in BC as indicated 
by a study completed BC Hydro and the BC Transmission Corporation.  If developed, 
many of these projects would require 10 m wide corridors for roads and powerlines in 
some fairly isolated and geographically diverse areas of the province.  Lot’s of potential 
work with regards to managing stability issues and road/corridor design work in these 
industries. 
 
 
Other Notes: 
Please read this issue carefully as it contains information on the 2008/2009 DEGIFS 
executive call for nominations.  To all members, you make DEGIFS and ASPECT what 
they are, so take the time to contribute your thoughts and ideas in articles and letters or 
by volunteering your time.  Your participation is needed to keep this organization vibrant! 
 
Please note: DEGIFS Executive does not necessarily support or agree with the opinions and conclusions 
indicated in the editorial. 

DIVISION OF ENGINEERS AND GEOSCIENTISTS IN THE FOREST SECTOR

mailto:Sharon.scott@hayes.bc.ca
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2008/2009 DEGIFS EXECUTIVE 
CALL FOR NOMINATIONS 
The DEGIFS terms-of-reference (TOR) specify that the 
DEGIFS executive shall consist of the Past Chair and 
7 members elected by the DEGIFS membership. The 
term of an executive member is two years. Three 
executive members are replaced each year with a 
fourth position replaced every second year. The Chair 
position continues serving a third year as Past Chair 
on the executive. 
 
Executive members whom were elected last year and 
are continuing include: 

 Jeremy Araki, P. Eng. 

 Julien Henley, P.Eng. 

 Mike Noseworthy, P.Geo. Eng L. 

 Jack Whittles, P. Geo. Eng L. 
 
Executive members completing their terms this year 
are: 

 Ron Arksey, P.Geo., Eng. L. 

 Tracey Raume, P.Eng.  

 Irena Weiland, P.Geo., Eng. L. 
 
As out-going chair, Irena Weiland, P.Geo., Eng. L., will 
continue with the executive for an additional year as 
Past Chair. 
 
In accordance with the DEGIFS TOR, a Nominating 
Committee was struck to make nominations for 3 
positions on the 2008/2009 DEGIFS Executive. The 
goal of the nominating committee was to seek 
nominations for the executive that, when 
combined with the continuing executive members, 
is representative of: 

 The diverse fields of professional practice 
within the DEGIFS membership; 

 The geographic areas in which the DEGIFS 
membership practice; and 

 Provides government, industry and consultant 
representation. 

 
The following is the list of the nominees, who have 
agreed to be nominated for the 2008/2009 DEGIFS 
Executive: 

 Joe Kenny, P. Eng. 

 Sharon Scott, P. Geo., Eng. L. 

 Shawn Vokey, P. Eng. 
 
 

 
Under the TOR, additional nominees can be made, 
in writing, by a minimum of two DEGIFS members. 
Such nominations, signed by the members making the 
nomination and accompanied by written consent of the 
nominees, must be sent to the DEGIFS Secretary c/o 
Peter Mitchell, P.Eng., at APEGBC. To be eligible, the 
nominations must be received no later than 30 days 
after this publication of the list of candidates nominated 
by the Nominating Committee. Please note that 
affiliate members are not eligible to hold executive 
positions or vote in an election. In accordance with the 
TOR, if no nominations are received from the 
membership in accordance with the above criteria, 
those nominated by the nominating committee will be 
declared elected by acclamation and no letter ballot 
will be conducted. In the event that nominations are 
received from the membership such that the total 
number of nominees is greater than executive 
positions available, a letter ballot will be conducted. 
Critical dates for the election of Executive members 
include: 

 Deadline for receipt in writing of nominations: 
30 days after the publication of Volume 13, 
No. 2 of Aspect (Deadline = July 30, 2008) 

 Letter ballots to be sent to the membership 
eligible to vote: September 4, 2008 

 Deadline for receipt of completed ballots: 
October 1, 2008 

 Ballots to be counted by: October 6, 2008 

 Membership to be notified of election results at 
the DEGIFS Annual General Meeting 
scheduled for Kelowna, October 16, 2008. 

 
Additional details on the election of executive 
Members can be found in the DEGIFS Terms of 
Reference which can be found on the DEGIFS web 
site at: www.degifs.com. 

 

DEGIFS Executive Nominations 
Following, are brief biographies of nominees put 
forward by the DEGIFS Executive Nominating 
Committee.  As indicated in the previous article, if no 
additional nominations are received by July 30, 2008 
then these individuals are declared elected by 
acclamation. 
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Joe Kenny, RPF, P. Eng. 
 
I am honoured to be nominated for the DEGIFS 
Executive.  I am presently employed by the British 
Columbia Forest Service as a Field Engineer in the  
 
Northern Interior Forest Region based out of Prince 
George.  Prior to moving over to the government I was 
Senior Forest Engineer for Afognak Native Corporation 
based out of Kodiak Alaska.   Previous to this I worked 
11 years for International Forest Products based out of 
Campbell River BC most recently as Area Engineer in 
the Midcoast Area. 
 
The forest sector is currently in the midst of an 
unprecedented economic downturn.  This in 
combination with the effects of the mountain pine 
beetle epidemic is going to create a very different 
industry than we see today.  How this unfolds and 
whether it includes bio-energy, bio fuel or other new 
innovative forest products remains to be seen at this 
point but these changes will bring many new 
engineering challenges.  In addition to this, most other 
natural resources are presently experiencing high 
demand and high prices which has lead to the situation 
where our forest roads are being increasingly used by 
other resource sectors.  This has also brought many 
new challenges which hopefully will be address when 
the Resource Road Act and regulations are 
implemented, but as the saying goes “the devil is in the 
detail”.  
 
So as we move forward I feel it is incumbent upon 
DEGIFS to expand to include the other resources 
sectors to meet these up coming challenges.  As part 
of the DEGIFS Executive, I would work towards the 
goal of expanding DEGIFS into the other resources 
sectors and for a Resources Road Act and 
Regulations that address DEGIFS members concerns.    
 
I look forward to the opportunity to working for the 
DEGIFS membership for the betterment of the 
engineering profession in the resource sector. 

 
Sharon Scott, M.Sc. P.Geo., Eng.L. 
I am pleased to accept the nomination as a candidate 
for the DEGIFS Executive.  For the past 18 years I 
have worked as a geoscientist: 14 years as a Terrain 
Specialist with private forestry-consulting firms based 
in BC and four years in technical and research 
positions with the Newfoundland Department of Mines  

 
and Energy Terrain Sciences Division. 
 
Since 1994 my work has focused on terrain stability 
assessments for roads and cutblocks including slope 
stability hazard and risk assessments, landslide 
assessment and mitigation and road reactivation and 
deactivation.  This work has allowed me to travel all 
over Vancouver Island and the Queen Charlottes 
Islands, as well as all along coastal BC from Gibsons 
to Prince Rupert.   
 
After acquiring my BSc in geology in 1987 I was 
enticed to move over to the “soft” rock side when I 
became interested in glaciers and obtained a BSc in 
geography in 1988.  Seeing as that there were no 
glaciers on the island of Newfoundland, I required a 
trek out west!  Since arriving here I have completed my 
MSc and presently I am continuing my professional 
development by being enrolled in the University of 
Victoria Restoration of Natural Systems program, 
which concentrates on holistic approaches to 
ecosystem assessments and prescriptions. I 
personally see great value working within an 
ecosystem based management system in forestry as 
well as in other resource sectors. 
 
DEGIFS is a valuable resource to us practitioners by 
affording the opportunity to consult with peers, acting 
as a venue for professional development as well as 
giving us the opportunity to provide input into 
standards and guidelines that affect our profession.   
 
As part of the DEGIFS Executive, I would like to 
continue the work towards expanding the scope of the 
division to include other resource industries. I am 
excited to have an opportunity to work with my 
colleagues and look forward to continuing the work of 
the current executive as well as tackling relevant 
issues that will likely arise in the future.   
 
Shawn Vokey, P. Eng. 
I appreciate and accept the nomination to the DEGIFS 
Executive from my fellow resource sector 
professionals. 
 
Originally I am from the island part of Newfoundland 
and Labrador known as “the Rock”.  I found my way 
West in 1991 after completing a Bachelor of Science in 
Forest Engineering at the University of New 
Brunswick.  Where I met a sweet, pretty girl, that I 
conned into marriage in 1992.  Now I am the proud  
 



b 

Volume 13, No. 2 JUNE  2008 

 
 

 

 

 PAGE 4 www.degifs.com 

 
father of 3 wonderful kids John-13, Kaleigh-12 and 
Shawna-10 and still have the sweet, pretty girl. 
 
Since 1994 I have been wandering around the 
beautiful Kootenay region between Revelstoke to 
Cranbrook and Sparwood to Creston completing 
terrain stability assessments, route location analysis 
and road design.  Most of my work is for the forest 
sector with some work in the other resource sectors.  
Myself and a fellow professional operate a small 
engineering consulting show based out of Golden and 
recently relocated to Cranbrook under Kaljon Forest 
Engineering Ltd. 
 
In 1999, I was a member of the first graduating class 
from Institute of Forest Engineering of BC with an UBC 
Diploma in Forest Engineering.  Incidentally a class 
member is the former APEGBC president Tim Smith.  
Other members of the same class have served in 
numerous positions in DEGIFS. 
 
There are several issues that face small resource 
sector firms and individuals who find themselves 
working in isolated communities throughout BC.  
These include finding opportunities to work with fellow 
professionals and difficulty for professional 
development opportunities for graduates, new and old. 
 
The professional challenge with living in this isolated 
area of the province, running a business and raising a 
family requires sacrifice of ones time and energy.  With 
basically everything centralized in the lower mainland 
for professional development sessions.  DEGIFS has 
served as the channel through Aspect and the website 
to present information to the more isolated areas of BC 
for professional development.  With the opportunity to 
be part of the DEGIFS Executive I will have the ability 
to both provide and obtain valuable resource base 
information first hand.   
 
In closing I present a caption from the 2014 Aspect. 
 

 

“2015 APEGBC AGM - East 

Kootenays 

Bring Your Sled” 
 
 
 
 

 

2008 DEGIFS AGM – Field Trip and 
Presentations Schedule Draft 
 

APEGBC AGM Theme –  
Great Ideas Grow Here 
 
Wednesday, October 15, 2008 
 
Chase Creek Watershed Field Trip 
Hydrologic & Geotechnical Retrospective 
 
Kevin Turner, P.Eng. 
Geotechnical Engineer 
Ministry of Forests and Range 
 
Don Dobson, P.Eng. 
Dobson Engineering Ltd. 
 
Chase Creek watershed (292 km

2
) flows into the South 

Thompson River through the Village of Chase, which 
has grown up on the alluvial fan.  The watershed has a 
long history of instability that is thought to have started 
between 1930 and 1951.  Since this time significant 
disturbance has resulted in channel width increases of 
50% throughout the middle reaches, channel 
avulsions, flooding of private property and damage to 
infrastructure. 
 
Disturbances have been attributed to both natural and 
anthropogenic causes and include: 

 Eden Lake wildfire (1973); 

 Riparian harvesting; 

 Failure of an earthfill dam on a major tributary; 

 Major flood events, and; 

 A high frequency of landslides (73 inventoried in 
1996). 

 
To date more than a $1,000,000 has been spent of 
studies and works in an effort to both, understand the 
cause, and mitigate disturbances.   
 
The field trip will explore the numerous issues facing 
Chase Creek beginning in the upper watershed and 
culminating at the mouth.  Discussions will touch on 
the implications of the current mountain pine beetle 
infestation with regards to watershed hydrology, slope 
stability and downstream development. 
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Thursday, October 16, 2008 
 
9:00 am - 9:45 am 
TBA 

 

 
9:45 am – 10:15 am 
Terrain Stability and Avalanche Requirements in 
the OHS Regulation 
 
George Matheson, P. Eng. 
WorkSafeBC 
 
WorkSafeBC is in the process of updating the 
requirements for worker health and safety related to 
workplace exposure to terrain stability (landslides) and 
avalanches.  This presentation will outline the process 
for regulation review, the key issues that have been 
identified during the review for terrain stability and 
avalanches, and the current status of these topics in 
the review process.  
 
10:15 am - 10:45 am 

Break 
 
10:45 am – 11:15 am 
Terrain Stability Initiatives by the Joint Practices 
Board 
 
Glynnis Horel, P.Eng., P.Geo. 
G.M. Horel Engineering Ltd. 
Tom Millard, MSc, P.Geo. 
Ministry of Forests & Range 
 
Terrain stability in forest development is an area of 
practice overlap between APEGBC and ABCFP 
members.  The Joint Practices Board has undertaken 
three initiatives to address this overlap.  The 
background for this issue is discussed, and the 
initiatives undertaken by the JPB are described.  The 
"Guidelines for Management of Terrain Stability in the 
Forest Sector" is targeted at forest professionals who 
have responsibility for managing forest resources.  
These guidelines set out principles for deciding when 
and where Terrain Stability Assessments (TSA's) 
should be done, and for managing terrain stability 
when TSA's are not done.  The second initiative is 
revisions to APEGBC's existing "Guidelines for Terrain 
Stability Assessments in the Forest Sector", to update  
 
 

 
the document and to include forest professionals.  The 
third initiative is development of skill sets required to 
undertake TSA's; this revises and expands upon a 
2002 JPB document. 
 

 
11:15 am – 12:00 pm 
Guidelines for Professional Services in the Forest 
Sector – Forest Roads 
 
TBA 
 

 
12:00 pm – 1:30 pm 

Lunch 
 

 
1:45 pm – 2:25 pm 

Tuslequah Chief; A Unique Challenge for 
Terrain Stability 
 
Tim Smith, P.Geo. 
Westrek Geotechnical Services Ltd. 
 
The Tulsequah Chief mine is located in the coastal 
mountain range in NW B.C, 60 miles east of Juneau.  
The terrain is rugged, relatively young and unstable.  
There is no land access to the mine and developing 
the infrastructure to access the ore provided very 
unique challenges from a terrain stability and risk 
management perspective.  This presentation will 
discuss several of the slope and hydro-geomorphic 
hazards that had to be dealt with to ensure that the 
mine was not only economic, but workers safety and 
mine infrastructure was not compromised. 
 

 
2:25 pm – 3:00 pm 

Role of Bedrock on Resource Development 
 
Jack Whittles, M.Sc., P.Geo., Eng.L 
Geoforestry 
 
The main purpose of this paper (talk) is to increase 
awareness of the role of bedrock as a contributing 
factor to the development of landslide-prone terrain.  
Several case studies are presented to show this 
relationship.  Another purpose of this paper is to show 
how an understanding of bedrock characteristics can  
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facilitate management decisions for road building and 
forest harvesting in landslide prone terrain. 
 

 
3:00 pm – 3:30 pm  
Break 

 

 
3:30 pm – 4:45 pm 

AGM 
Friday, October 17, 2008 
 
9:00 am – 9:40 am 
Water, Wind, Roads, and Wires:  Resource 
Geotechnics for Renewable Energy Projects in 
Coastal BC 
 
Mike Wise, P.Eng., MBA 
Max Pacific Power Inc. 
 
Coastal BC has vast resources for renewable energy 
projects, particularly small hydro and wind farm 
projects.  Many of these projects are under 
development by Independent Power Producers (IPP’s) 
who are studying project sites in pursuit of a contract 
to sell power to BC Hydro.  The successful 
development of IPP projects must simultaneously 
address technical, commercial, and regulatory 
requirements.  In this context, this presentation will 
discuss the role of professionals in the planning, 
permitting, design, and construction of renewable 
energy projects and related infrastructure. 
 

 
9:40 am – 10:15 am 
Small Hydro Project Conceptual Assessments - A 
Unique Balancing of Technical, Environmental & 
Social Interests 
 
Mike Walsh, P.Eng. 
Eric Miller, RPF, RPBio. 
Selkirk Power Company Ltd. 
 
In the past, the engineering world typically determined 
the viability of a project through an evaluation of hard 
costs in relation to the resulting benefits; addressing 
environmental and social issues as intangibles only to 
be reviewed during further design stages of a project, 
after it’s approval.  This concept was quite prevalent in 
many industries, however, as our society has become 
more aware of the developmental impacts of our  

 
industrialized world, a greater sense of value has been 
put towards these issues.  Consequently, the method 
for determining what would be a viable project has 
taken on a broadened scope; one that is a significantly 
change from our old way of thinking.  This change has 
had a substantial impact on the development of small 
hydro projects and has required a renewed thinking in 
this industry.  This talk will present an alternative 
project assessment methodology that has been 
implemented by some proponents in the small hydro 
industry.   
 

 
10:15 am - 10:45 am 

Break 
 
 
10:45 am – 11:25 am 
Opportunities Beyond the Forest Sector 
 
Wayne Miller, P.Geo., Eng.L., 
Olindo Chiocca, P.Eng. 
Tedd Robertson, P.Geo., Eng.L. 
Sitkum Consulting Ltd. 
 
Economic fluctuations in the resource industry are a 
common occurrence. Therefore, it is imperative that 
engineering and geoscience firms diversify their 
clientele and the resource sectors they are involved in; 
this in order to create a more stable stream of income 
and a more interesting and invigorating work 
environment. 
 
Wayne Miller, P.Geo, Eng.L., of Sitkum Consulting 
Limited and his associates will lead a forum discussing 
the transition of Sitkum from a 97% forestry based 
consulting firm in 2000, to where, in 2007 almost 50% 
of the company revenue was derived from non-forestry 
related industries. Mr. Miller will also discuss market 
trends, skill set applications and their transition 
between industries, differing regulations between 
industries, how transition between industry affects 
process, emerging industries, and the potential 
opportunities open to professional engineers and 
geoscientists in the resource industry. 
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11:25 am ï 12:00 pm 
Geotechnical Slope Stability Assessments and 
Monitoring for Pipeline Applications 
 
Doug Dewar, M.Sc., P.Eng. 
Spectra Energy Transmission 
 
Talk will detail the application of typical geotechnical 
methods of assessing and monitoring slope 
instabilities including photogrametric methods, slope 
inclinometers, GPS Surveying, traditional surveying, 
InSAR and LIDAR in a pipeline context.  There will be 
a discussion of assessing and monitoring the direct 
impacts of slope instabilities on pipelines including 
smart pigs, cut-outs and vibrating wire/fibre optic strain 
gages.  Typical remedial measures will also be 
discussed. 
 

 
12:00 pm – 1:30 pm 

Lunch 
 

 
1:45 pm – 2:15 
Constructing Reinforced Soil Arches 
 
C. D. VanBuskirk, P.Eng., P.Geo.  
Terratech Consulting Ltd. 
 
The construction, maintenance and replacement of 
crossing structures on resource roads are critical 
aspects of this transportation infrastructure.  Cost 
effective means of constructing, maintaining and 
replacing crossings are vital to maintaining the 
transportation system.  Historically, economical 
crossings involving log box culverts and log stringer 
bridges were constructed with locally available 
materials (logs and soil).  However, these structures 
had limited and in some cases short design lives.  By 
utilizing the knowledge of the behaviour of GRS 
(geosynthetic reinforced soil) with the understanding of 
soil arching and underground ground support 
principles, GRS arches can be constructed using local 
mineral soil fill reinforced with economical geotextile 
fabrics.  This presentation provides the rationale for 
constructing GRS arches and the benefits of this 
construction technique.  In addition, a number of brief 
case histories illustrating the application of GRS arch 
construction on resource roads are presented.   
 
 

 
2:15 pm – 3:00 pm 
DEGIFS Practice Perspectives:  Legislated 
Landslide Hazard and Risk Assessments for 
Proposed and Existing Residential Development 
 
Bob Gerath, P.Eng. 
Qcd Geotechnics 
 
Professional engineering and geoscience transitions 
from operational forestry assessments to BC legislated 
landslide hazard assessments will be welcomed by 
residential development permitting jurisdictions.  
However, practitioners are likely to face new and 
perhaps unexpected challenges.  They include 
different reporting and risk assessment frameworks, 
peer and/or independent professional reviews, 
elevated levels of professional liability and community 
interactions.  These and other issues will be reviewed. 
 

 
3:00 pm – 3:30 pm 

Break 
 
 
3:30 pm – 4:00 pm 
Expedited Road Construction Across Soft Ground 
 
C. D. VanBuskirk, P.Eng., P.Geo.  
Terratech Consulting Ltd. 
 
The construction of stable roads across soft, 
compressible soils typically requires ground 
improvement techniques such as preloading with wick 
drains or the use of lightweight fills to limit the potential 
for excessive short-term and long-term maintenance.  
Pile-supported, GRS (geotextile reinforced soil) 
embankments provide a practicable, viable alternative 
approach for road construction across soft or very soft 
ground.  Pile supported GRS embankments eliminate 
the costs and potential buoyancy problems associated 
with lightweight fills and the time and expense 
associated with preloading.   In addition, the 
embankment loads are carried by the piles, not the 
soft, compressible soils.  This virtually eliminates the 
post construction settlement.   
 
A pile supported GRS embankment was recently 
constructed as part of an upgrading project for a small 
rural road that access to a subdivision within the 
Sheridan Lake area about 35km east of 100 Mile 
House.  The technique was selected to permit an  
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expedited construction schedule and reduce the short-
term and long-term maintenance.   The embankment 
structure also provided support for a small open 
bottom box culvert structure that was installed to 
improve fish passage. 
 

 
4:00 pm – 4:45 pm 
Hazards and Design Concerns for Overhead 
Transmission Lines in Remote Locations 
 
Blain Good, P.Eng., P.Geo., PMP 
BC Hydro 
 
Compared to other linear lifeline projects, hazard 
concerns for overhead electrical transmission lines are 
simplified somewhat by the ability in many cases to 
place support structures to avoid hazards.  Proper 
planning and assessment is required and design must 
take a range of hazards and other concerns into 
account to accomplish this.  This presentation will be a 
discussion of these concerns. 
 

 
 

DEGIFS MEMBER PROFILE: 
Dave Bergman, P.Geo. 
Bergman Geoscience 
Cobble Hill BC 
Interview by: Sharon Scott 
 

Who are you and how did you get to where 
you are now? 
I am your basic P.Geo. terrain guy, roaming the 
woods up and down the BC coast and the island. 
I am 6'2", 170lbs, I have brown eyes and mostly 
grey hair. I have a wonderful wife and a son who 
is five. I was born and raised in Victoria. 
 
I was originally suckered into forestry as a tree-
planter while I was in school, earning my 
Bachelor of Science in Geography (UVic 1996). 
Once I was out of school I worked as a layout 
engineer for a few years on Vancouver Island and 
the Charlottes. During that period I had my first 
experience with terrain people (including the 
esteemed Sharon Scott) - they would fly into 
camp for a couple days, look at the interesting  
 

 

stuff then jet back to civilization, leaving me in out 
the woods to finish up my 2 week shift.  I didn't 
know exactly what it was all about but it sure got 
me thinking!  I had a great run-in with Frank 
Baumann in around '97, I was a rock-climbing 
bum looking for forestry work in the Squamish 
area at the time.  He told me he was only 
interested in hiring a G.I.T. but then took the time 
to explain the details of the Association and the 
registration process. I ended up doing watershed 
restoration work for a while in the 
Squamish/Whistler area, mainly channel 
assessments and hundreds of kilometers of road 
deactivation.  
 
Once I looked into what was required to get 
registered as a GIT, I realized I was already pretty 
close with my BSc in hand.  I did a year full time 
plus another year part-time at Simon Fraser to 
round things out with various geomorphology and 
geology courses.  I was hawking gear at 
Mountain Equipment Co-op at the time as well, 
probably my most fun job ever though not too 
lucrative.  Once out of school in 2000 I was 
headhunted by former SFU grads at Madrone 
Environmental Services in Duncan. It was a great 
career opportunity and a chance to move back to 
the island, where most of my family is. I’ve been 
doing mainly terrain work ever since. In 2007 I 
decided to work on my own for a number of 
reasons and that’s when Bergman Geoscience 
was born. 
 
What do you do? 
Just your basic terrain and landslide assessments 
and occasionally I still take on a nice road 
deactivation. 
 
What has been your favorite project 
experience? 
My favorite project experience would have to be 
the old days of terrain mapping with Madrone. 
Adventuring through the woods for days with 
boats, helicopters and 4x4 trucks at our disposal 
was the best! 
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If you could impart some advice to young 
DEGIFS members what would it be? 
To someone just starting out I would say seek out 
and take full advantage of some good mentors. I 
am very grateful for the experience I gained from 
my mentors. 
 
Also, try to stay in shape- you can lower your 
chance of injury and be ready when those forest 
engineers try to race you up a hill. 
 
In your opinion, how can APEGBC or DEGIFS 
better meet the needs of its members? 
It would be great if the association put on a 
couple more geoscience-related courses where 
P.Geos can learn and network a bit. I think 
DEGIFS is on the right track getting into other 
resource sectors, the way forestry is going we 
might all be on wind farms before too long. 
 
And the fun question.... If you could be any 
kind of geomorphic event, what would you 
be? 
I came up with eolian transport, something that 
doesn't make a lot of noise but is still effective. 
plus I like wind so there you go. 
 

 
Dave and his son enjoying some time in the woods! 
 
 

 
 
 

 
CONTINUING PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITIES 
From APEGBC website 
 
TECHNICAL WRITING 
July 11, 2008 ï Victoria 
Writing without a solid understanding of how to 
develop concise written communication can be 
challenging and time-consuming.  This skill-building 
seminar will provide practical, simple solutions for how 
to express your thoughts succinctly in written format.  
Whether you are a Member- In-Training or a more 
experienced professional looking to improve the quality 
of your business documents, this seminar is a must. 
 
http://www.apeg.bc.ca/prodev/events/technical_writing
_vic.html 
 
STORMWATER MANAGEMENT ANALYSIS 
August 7, 2008 ï Victoria 
Urban stormwater management and the associated 
processes have been linked to adverse impacts on 
aquatic environments.  Regulatory agencies are 
actively pursing the implementation of impact neutral 
infrastructure projects and urban development.  This 
seminar will provide an introduction to analytical 
techniques and methodologies that can be used to 
quantify impacts and impact reduction methodologies.  
Engineers working in urban infrastructure planning and 
design and the land development industry will find this 
seminar of particular value.  
 
http://www.apeg.bc.ca/prodev/events/stormwater_victo
ria.html 
 
CURRENT PRACTICE IN ACID ROCK DRAINAGE 
PREDICTION 
August 14, 2008 - Nanaimo, BC September 19, 2008 - 
Rossland, BC; November 6, 2008 - Prince George, BC 
Acid rock drainage (ARD) and the associated process 
of metal leaching (ML) can be important issues at any 
construction project where rock is exposed to flowing 
water. This seminar will provide an introduction to the 
methods available to predict the reactivity of rock and 
the chemistry of drainage in contact with rock, and the 
use of the results to identify technologies to address 
ML/ARD. 
 
http://www.apeg.bc.ca/prodev/events/ard_nanaimo.ht
ml 

 

http://www.apeg.bc.ca/prodev/events/technical_writing_vic.html
http://www.apeg.bc.ca/prodev/events/technical_writing_vic.html
http://www.apeg.bc.ca/prodev/events/stormwater_victoria.html
http://www.apeg.bc.ca/prodev/events/stormwater_victoria.html
http://www.apeg.bc.ca/prodev/events/ard_nanaimo.html
http://www.apeg.bc.ca/prodev/events/ard_nanaimo.html
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OTHER PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
OPPORTUNITIES 
 

61ST CANADIAN GEOTECHNICAL CONFERENCE 
AND 9TH JOINT CGS/IAH-CNC GROUNDWATER 
CONFERENCE Edmonton, September 21-24, 2008 

http://www.geoedmonton08.ca/  

 
CANQUA/CGRG CONFERENCE ANNOUNCEMENT 
May 3-8, 2009 at Simon Fraser University 
The CANQUA 2009 organizing committee would like to 
invite you all to Simon Fraser University from May 3 to 
May 8

th
 for the biennial conference.  We are planning a 

number of exciting fieldtrips including CGRG 
sponsored pre-conference trip to the interior of British  
 
Columbia to explore glacial history and paleo-ice sheet 
dynamics, a post conference trip to the Channeled 
Scabland in northwestern United States, and a number 
of 1-day mid-conference trips.  We are also planning a 
one day short course to be given by Dr. John Gosse 
on the application of terrestrial cosmogenic nuclides to 
Quaternary research.  No official theme has been set 
for the conference and we are requesting input from 
members for special sessions; suggestions will be 
vetted by the organizing committee.  Please mark May 
3-8, 2009 on your calender as we plan on having an 
informative and exciting meeting. 
 
http://www.mun.ca/canqua/index.html 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
University of British Columbia 
Endowed FRBC Chair in Forest Hydrology 
 
The University of British Columbia is seeking to fill an 
endowed FRBC Chair in Forest Hydrology at the 
Assistant or Associate Professor level.  This Chair is 
supported by the Provincial Government, Ministry of 
Advanced Education, to enhance the University’s 
strong interdisciplinary program of research and 
extension in issues of watershed management and 
forest engineering.  The position will be a joint 
appointment between the Department of Forest 
Resources Management (2/3) and the Department of 
Geography (1/3).   
 
 

 
Applicants must have a Ph.D. degree in a subject 
relevant to the interdisciplinary field of forest 
hydrology.  It is expected that the appointee will have 
an established, or emerging research program, 
demonstrated potential in teaching excellence and 
interest in policy issues related to hydrologic and 
geomorphic implications of forestry activities. 
 
The successful candidate will be expected to teach at 
the undergraduate and graduate levels and to develop 
an active program of collaborative research within and 
outside the university.  Although the precise area of 
research is not fixed, a person with expertise in one or 
more of the following areas would complement existing 
strengths within the University: water quality, water 
chemistry, hydrogeomorphology, ecohydrology, and 
water policy.  The ideal candidate will have interests in 
linking water, land use and environmental change, 
integrating across a range of spatial and temporal 
scales, with emphasis on broader landscape scale 
analyses.  In addition, the ideal candidate would have 
interest in both theoretical and field components of 
forest hydrology.  Candidates with expertise in 
quantitative analysis (particularly spatial statistics and 
spatial modeling) and data acquisition using emerging 
technologies are particularly encouraged to apply.  
 
The appointment will be effective July 1, 2009, but an 
alternative date may be arranged.  Salary is 
commensurate with experience and qualifications.  
The position is subject to budgetary approval.   
 
The closing date for applications is October 15, 2008.  
Interested candidates are asked to submit a curriculum 
vitae, a short statement of research and teaching 
interests and philosophy, evidence of teaching 
effectiveness, the names and contact information for 
three references, and three papers most significant 
and relevant to research interests to:  
 
Heather Akai, Administrator 
Department of Forest Resources Management 
2

nd
 floor, Forest Sciences Centre 

2045 – 2424 Main Mall 
Vancouver, BC,     V6T 1Z4 
e-mail:  heather.akai@ubc.ca 
 
http://www.forestry.ubc.ca/FacultyStaff/JobPosting
s/tabid/675/ctl/Details/mid/1442/ItemID/187/Default.
aspx 

 

http://www.geoedmonton08.ca/
http://www.mun.ca/canqua/index.html
http://www.forestry.ubc.ca/FacultyStaff/JobPostings/tabid/675/ctl/Details/mid/1442/ItemID/187/Default.aspx
http://www.forestry.ubc.ca/FacultyStaff/JobPostings/tabid/675/ctl/Details/mid/1442/ItemID/187/Default.aspx
http://www.forestry.ubc.ca/FacultyStaff/JobPostings/tabid/675/ctl/Details/mid/1442/ItemID/187/Default.aspx
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Another DEGIFS Baby!!! 

 
DEGIFS member and our current Guidelines 
Subcommittee Chair / Bursary Coordinator 
Jeremy Araki, together with his wife were pleased 
to welcome a baby boy Timothy William Saeshi 
Araki, born April 20, 2008, 8lb 3oz. Timothy is 
Jeremy and his wife’s fourth boy and fifth child.  
 
Coincidentally, Jeremy Mentored as an EIT under 
Tim Dunne and Rod Williams. 
 
Congratulations Jeremy, from all your fellow 
DEGIFers! 
 
 

For those of you who don’t know about the 
International Landslide Research Group check 
out their newsletter at: 
 
http://ilrg.gndci.cnr.it/volumes/v22dn1.htm 
 
 
 
 
ANIMAL SHOTS: 
 

 
Grizzly paw print in the Toba River valley bottom. 
(Picture courtesy of Geoff Annandale, R.P.F.) 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Grizzly in Toba Inlet back country. 
(Picture courtesy of Tim Taggart, R.F.T.) 

 
 
 
Volunteer Opportunities: 
 
We are still looking for volunteers to help 
out.  A Co-editor from the interior would 
be a nice addition to ASPECT in order to 
provide us with a balanced view between 
the interior and the coast issues.  If you 
have some time to spare please contact 
one of the executive or the current editor.   
 
 
 
 
Got something to say? 
ASPECT welcomes announcements, technical 
articles, letters to the Ed, project profiles, photos, 
tips, jokes, etc…….basically anything that would 
benefit or interest DEGIFS members 
 
 
 
 

http://ilrg.gndci.cnr.it/volumes/v22dn1.htm


b 

Volume 13, No. 2 JUNE  2008 

 
 

 

 

 PAGE 12 www.degifs.com 

 

 
 
 
 

DEGIFS EXECUTIVE 2007/08 
Irena Weiland, P.Geo., Eng. L., Chair 
Ph. (250) 847-5129 
Email: iweiland@telus.net 
 

Julien Henley, P.Eng. Vice-Chair 
Ph. (604) 293-1411 / Fx. (604) 291-6163 
Email: henleyj@ae.ca 
 
Ron Arksey, P.Geo., Eng. L., Secretary   
Ph. (250) 339-7160 
Email: contourgeoscience@shaw.ca 
 

Tracey Raume, P.Eng., Treasurer/  
Website Coordinator 
Ph. Email: raaum@telus.net 
 

Jeremy Araki, P. Eng., Guidelines Subcommittee Chair 
/ Bursary Coordinator 
Ph. (250) 286-3806 ext. 6 / Fx. (250) 286-3896 
Email: jaraki@forsite.ca 
 

Michael Noseworthy, P. Geo., Eng. L., Workshops/ 
AGM Coordinator 
Ph. (250) 480-2291 / Fx. (250) 490-2231 
Email: Mike.Noseworthy@goc.bc.ca 
 

Jack Whittles, P.Geo., Eng. L., Workshops/AGM 
Coordinator 
Ph. (250) 756-4010 
Email: geoforestry@shaw.ca 
 

Douglas Underhill, P.Eng., R.P.F., Past Chair, Affiliate 
Representative and 
Forest Engineering Award of Excellence 
Ph. (604) 269-2005 / Fx. (604) 269-2008 
Email: doug.underhill@helifor.com 
 

WEB PAGE CONTACT 
Tracey Raume, P.Eng.,  
Ph.  
Email: raaum@telus.net 
 

APEGBC LIAISON 
Peter Mitchell, P.Eng., APEGBC Liaison, Alternate 
JPB Liaison 
Ph. (604) 430-8035 / Fx. (604) 430-8085  
 
Email: mitchell@apeg.bc.ca 

 

JOINT PRACTICES BOARD LIAISON 
Tom Millard, P. Geo. 
Ph. (250) 751-7155 
Email: Tom.Millard@gov.bc.ca 
 

EDITORIAL BOARD 
Tim Stokes, P.Geo. 
Ph: (250) 756-2456  
Email: tstokes@island.net 
 

Shelley Higman, P.Eng./P.Geo. 
Ph: (250) 756-2256 / Fx: (250) 756-2686 
Email: shigman@eba.ca 
 

Eric McQuarrie, P.Eng. 
Ph: (250) 721-1665 / Fx. (250) 721-1665 
Email: eric.mcquarrie@shaw.ca 
 

Bob Patrick, P.Eng. 
Ph: (250) 756-2256 / Fx: (250) 756-2686 
Email: bpatrick@eba.ca 
 

Kevin Turner, P.Eng. 
Ph. (250) 434-6656 / Fx. (250) 314-9678 
Email: kpturner.westrek@shaw.ca 
 
 

 

 
 
 

ASPECT SUBMISSIONS 
 

LAST DATE FOR 
SUBMISSIONS TO 

ASPECT 

NEWSLETTER 
RELEASE DATE 

SEPTEMBER 15, 2008 SEPTEMBER 30, 2008 

DECEMBER 1, 2008 DECEMBER 15, 2008 
 

Electronic submissions in Word format (only) should 
be made to Sharon Scott (sharon.scott@hayes.bc.ca) by 
the date listed above. 
 
Refer to Guidelines for Submission on the website 
http://www.degifs.com/guidelines.doc for submission 
requirements. 

Who We Are 

Do Not Forget!!! 
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