DRAFT MINUTES

DEGIFS Executive Teleconference Meeting

8:45 am Monday December 18, 2006
Attendance

DEGIFS Executive:

Mark Goldbach 
Ron Arksey

Norman Deverney
Tracey Raume (to 10:00)

Doug Underhill
Julien Henley 

Irena Weiland

APEGBC
Peter Mitchell

Aspect
Sharon Scott

JPB
Tom Millard

Regrets
Dave Wilford, Julien Henley

1.0
Adoption of Agenda 

Adopted M/S (Irena/Tracey)

2.0
Adoption of Previous Minutes

Adopted M/S (Mark/Doug)

3.0
Action Items Arising from the Minutes

3.1
Draft communication protocol and flow chart with Joint Practices Board

Action Item
Doug will contact Kevin Turner and Brian Chow for an update.

C.F. Doug advised that he has contacted Kevin Turner who is working on this and will provide information prior to the next meeting.

Items Carried from November 2006 Minutes

5.3 Guidelines 

CF (Julien)
Consider and advance possible mechanisms to undertake audits of the application of the Crossing Guidelines.

10.2
Post names of previous winners of the Forest Engineering Award of Excellence on the DEGIFS Website. 

CF Tracey will work with the APEGBC Website consultant to complete this item.

10.3
Post names of previous DEGIFS Bursary applications / submissions and names of previous award winners on the DEGIFS Website.

CF (Tracey and Julien) Tracey will work with the APEGBC Website consultant to complete this item.

10.6
Concept Reviews 

CF (Julien) Advance a request to APEGBC Council / staff to clarify the meaning of Concept Reviews in regard to forest bridge designs.

4.0
Critical Dates 

Action Item: Mark has updated the Critical Dates calendar and distributed them to the Executive. Engineering Award of Excellence dates have been proposed to ABCFP for comment.


5.0
Committee Reports

Participation on the APEGBC Environment Committee.

Action Item
Doug Underhill attended the last meeting and will be on the committee for the next two years. He attends by conference call. Period Reports will follow.

FORREX 

Tracey Raume reported there is already a link to FORREX on the APEGBC Website. If there are any special announcements, she will post additional information. 

Action Item
Peter Mitchell will contact Ron Jordens regarding his participation as the DEGIFS representative to FORREX.

Maintenance of the Affiliate Member List

The list has been updated, and new membership forms were distributed to Affiliate Members. 

9.0
Web Page

Application / Affiliate Member Registration form will be posted in combination with other Web Page tasks. This work is done by an outside consultant and will be co-ordinated with other tasks to control costs.

10.0
New business:

10.1
The Worksafe Regulation Amendment 

Action Item
(See New Business for January under Sub-section 10.2).

Action Item
Doug Underhill forwarded previously received responses to the Task Force (Ron and Irena). 

10.2
Strike a Task Force to address Strategic Planning Session item for Expansion to Other Resource Sectors

Action Item: Mark Goldbach will craft a brief information pamphlet suitable for distribution at the Cordillera Roundup. This task is underway.

10.3
An email request was received from a graduate student for information on the effects of forestry practices on the risk of natural hazards (clearcutting and avalanches). 

Action Item: Doug Underhill and Peter Mitchell replied to the student.

10.4
An email from a member commented on the limited information released for discipline cases. (See New Business for January under Sub-section 10.3)

4.0
Critical Dates 

Advertisement of Forest Engineering Award of Excellence will be completed for the April publication of Innovation 

Action Item
Mark Goldbach

5.0
Committee Reports

5.1
APEGBC (Peter Mitchell)

Derek Doyle P.Eng is the new Executive Director of APEGBC.

A booth will be set up at the ABCFP AGM on February 22, 2007. Peter requested a volunteer to assist at the booth. Doug Underhill offered to attend.

5.2
JPB (Tom Millard)

A JPB member requested clarification of an Aspect Article on cut/ fill specifications. (See New Business for January under Sub-section 10.5).

Roads and WCB issue: The present plan is for a joint submission from APEGBC and ABCFP. 

Foresters undertaking TSA’s, APEGBC’s position is that where downslope impacts may affect non-forest resources, RFP’s do not have legislative authority to conduct TSA’s, particularly where other legislation applies and where Public Safety is affected.

A request was made by the JPB to DEGIFS for direction on issues to be addressed by the JPB in the next year. 

5.3
Guidelines (Julien Henley)

CF to next meeting
5.4
DEGIFS Bursary (Julien Henley)

CF to next meeting

6.0
2007 AGM (Irena Weiland) 
Development of a budget is underway in consultation with APEGBC. There was discussion of budget responsibilities for conference speakers. Can we reduce costs?

Prospective speakers are being contacted.

7.0
Treasurer's report (Tracey Raume)
The account transfer continues to be difficult. 

A financial report will be available for the next meeting.

8.0
Aspect (Sharon Scott)
Sharon reported that she has received only one submission for the March Newsletter.

No new editorial members have been recruited yet.

9.0
Web Page (Tracey Raume)
Suggestions for improvements should be forwarded to Tracey for implementation in February. 

10.0
New business:

10.1
The Worksafe Regulation Amendment Response Task Force.

The final submission deadline is March 1, 2007.

Earlier comments compiled by Doug Underhill were received by the Task Force. 

Task Force members: Irena Weiland, Ron Arksey, Shelly Higman, P.Eng., P.Geo. and Howard DeBeck, P.Eng. met in a conference call with the APEGBC JPB members. 

The JPB Submission will be for areas of Professional Practice overlap. The DEGIFS response will be concentrated on non-overlap areas. Co-ordination is needed to avoid contradictions.

Use of the term Qualified Registered Professional is being proposed to replace references to P.Eng. and P. Geo. Advantages and disadvantages were reviewed, however QRP is presently a favoured approach. 

Discussions followed about applicability to Forest Roads vs. Resource Roads; should they be separated? 

DEGIFS executive members will be polled for their viewpoints on the QRP and Resource Road items. 

Action Item
Peter Mitchell to email requests for responses on the QRP and Forst Road / Resource Road items. 

Action Item
Ron and Irena will circulate a summary of the Task Force conference call discussions.

The next Task Force conference call will address Resource Roads vs. Forestry Roads, and specific technical issues related to slopes and excavations.

10.2
Strike a Task Force to address expansion of DEGIFS to Other Resource Sectors

CF
This item will be deferred to the 2nd quarter of 2007. IT will be placed on the On Hold List until April 2007.

10.3
A request for clarification about APEGBC’s policy on releasing information about discipline cases 

Peter Mitchell responded that there are some useful lessons that can be learned from these cases. All the specifics are posted on the APEGBC Website. 

Action Item
Doug Underhill will prepare a response to the request (Draft to be reviewed by the DEGIFS Executive).

10.4
Discuss DEGIFS’s position on future role of EngL once WSBC regulations have been amended

The EngL designation was intended as a short term fix in response to the Worksafe ruling. Is there a need to continue the licensing process, and possibly expand it to PEng’s doing TSA’s? The Limiting Licensing review process revealed shortcomings in previous professionals’ practices. Specialist designations are a possibility. Is there are need for more technically oriented practice reviews? 

Action Item
Peter Mitchell was assigned to ask APEGBC Staff to help prepare a list of possible alternatives to administer licensing / specialist designations with a summary advantages and disadvantages of each.

Action Item
Ron Arksey to prepare a summary comparison of the Practice Review process vs. the Limited Licence application / review process.

10.5
Discuss the process of having P.Eng / P.Geo EngL prescribing cutbank slopes for forest roads versus having construction crews use local practices

It was suggested by a JPB member that Professional Practice Guidelines as discussed in an Aspect article appear to require TSA practitioners to specify cut and fillslope angles in all areas examined. 

Action Item
Mark Goldbach will discuss this item with the reviewers who made the comments to clarify their intent.

10.6
Professional responsibility for structures using pre-fabricated elements

These elements includes concrete blocks, welded wire baskets, culverts, etc. There was discussion about the role of the suppliers‘ technical expertise and the responsibilities of the Design Engineer. 

Action Item
Peter Mitchell will re-direct this item to the Division of Municipal Engineers where it is suggested that these structures are more common. This item may return at a subsequent meeting. A technical bulletin might be warranted to clarify the issue and to reinforce members’ understanding of their responsibilities.

10.7
List of Professional Members who provide TSA services

A listing of members conducting TSA’s is proving difficult to assemble. New suggestions for obtaining names were offered to Peter.

Action Item
Peter Mitchell to continue with support from DEGIF executive members.

10.8
QRP Signature for Small Scale Timber Salvage

Peter Mitchell reported discussions with a P.Eng. (Forest Engineering) member whose Application for Small Scale Salvage was rejected by the MoF because he is not an RPF. The member’s assertion is that the Guideline requests a QRP signature. 

Discussion followed that the Guideline’s requirement is for a Professional Forester to seal the documents. The QRP reference is to ABCPF members (RPF or RFT), not to APEGBC members.

Action Item
Peter Mitchell will respond to the member. 

11.0
Adjourn 

Meeting adjourned 12:05 pm. M/S (Norm/Doug)

Next meeting: February 19, 8:45 AM

Summary of Action Items from the Minutes

3.0
Action Items Arising from the Minutes

Items Carried from November 2006 Minutes

5.3 Guidelines 

CF (Julien)
Consider and advance possible mechanisms to undertake audits of the application of the Crossing Guidelines.

10.2
Post names of previous winners of the Forest Engineering Award of Excellence on the DEGIFS Website. 

CF Tracey will work with the APEGBC Website consultant to complete this item.

10.3
Post names of previous DEGIFS Bursary applications / submissions and names of previous award winners on the DEGIFS Website.

CF (Tracey and Julien) Work with the APEGBC Website consultant.

10.6
Concept Reviews 

CF (Julien) Advance a request to APEGBC Council / staff to clarify the meaning of Concept Reviews in regard to forest bridge designs.

4.0
Critical Dates 

Advertisement of Forest Engineering Award of Excellence for April Innovation 

Action Item
Mark Goldbach

5.0
Committee Reports

5.1
APEGBC (Peter Mitchell)

Doug Underhill to attend the ABCFP AGM on Feb 22, 2007.

5.3
Guidelines (Julien Henley)

CF to next meeting
5.4
DEGIFS Bursary (Julien Henley)

CF to next meeting

10.0
New business:

10.1
The Worksafe Regulation Amendment Response Task Force.

Action Item
Peter Mitchell to email requests for responses on the QRP and Forst Road / Resource Road items. 

Action Item
Ron and Irena will circulate a summary of the Task Force conference call discussions.

10.3
A request for clarification about APEGBC’s policy on releasing information about discipline cases 

Action Item
Doug Underhill will prepare a response (Draft to be reviewed by the DEGIFS Executive).

10.4
Discuss DEGIFS’s position on future role of EngL once WSBC regulations have been amended

Action Item
Peter Mitchell was assigned to ask APEGBC Staff to help prepare a list of possible alternatives to administer licensing / specialist designations.

Action Item
Ron Arksey to prepare a summary comparison of the Practice Review process vs. the Limited Licence application / review process.

10.5
Discuss the process of having P.Eng / P.Geo EngL prescribing cutbank slopes for forest roads versus local practices

Action Item
Mark Goldbach will discuss this item with the reviewers who made the comments.

10.6
Professional responsibility for structures using pre-fabricated elements

Action Item
Peter Mitchell will re-direct this item to the Division of Municipal Engineers.

10.7
List of Professional Members who provide TSA services

Action Item
Peter Mitchell to continue with support from DEGIF executive members.

10.8
QRP Signature for Small Scale Timber Salvage

Action Item
Peter Mitchell will respond to the member. 

ON HOLD List.

Strike a Task Force to address expansion of DEGIFS to Other Resource Sectors
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