
Draft Adopted Minutes
DEGIFS Executive Meeting – Teleconference
9:00 – 11:25 AM Monday, March 31, 2008

Attendance

Chair; Irene Weiland 
Treasurer/Website:

Past Chair: Doug Underhill
Secretary: Ron Arksey

Vice-Chair: Julien Henley
Bursary: Jeremy Araki

AGM Coordinators: Jack Whittles

APEGBC Liaison: Peter Mitchell (to 10:50 am)
Aspect: Sharon Scott
JPB
Tom Millard (9:30 -10:10 am)
Regrets
Mike Noseworthy, Tracey Raume
1.0 ADOPTION OF AGENDA

Motion to Adopt M/S (Jack/ Doug)
2.0 Adoption of Previous Minutes

Motion to Adopt M/S (Julien/ Irena)
3.0 Action Items Arising from previous Minutes

see updates of committee reports

3.1 Digital DEGIFS binders

Action Item

Norm Deverny to lead team (most info. from APEGBC or DEGIFS website – convert pdf files to word files to allow them to be updated or changed as required. (Ron/ Mike) Completed
Julien to delope electronic version of Executive Binder

Motion to Delete the following Action Item: Approved (Irene/Julien) Tracey will work on revising some info. from website to include in Executive Binder. Include DEGIFS Executive role descriptions in binder (Irene to forward to Executive). Completed
3.2


Action Item 2006 AGM minutes missing – None available – Chair report for 2006 forwarded to Tracey to place on website. Completed
Action Item Draft Minutes for 2007 forwarded to Tracey. Draft minutes on website. Ron forwarded 2008 Adopted minutes posted on web. Completed

Ron to forward 2008 Adopted minutes to tracey for posting on web. Completed

4.0 CRITICAL DATES (Doug Underhill)
Critical Dates Calender updated on Feb. 25, 2008 – Completed
5.0 Committee Reports

5.1 APEGBC (Peter Mitchell)

Update of OH&S regulation and discussion around snow avalanche assessments.
Peter forwards OHS Re-draft information to JPB and DEGIFS Executive March 31, 2008. Additional changes: WoksafeBC wants to deal with terrain issues similar to snow avalanche model/concept/ process – APEGBC recommends not using similar process and this was deleted. Still can comment on the OHS revisions this spring prior to public hearings (George Matheson contact at WorksafeBC).
Peter to forward next revision from WorksafeBC to DEGIFS Executive when available

Written submissions to WorksafeBC required by June 13, 2008

Council policy for Practice guidelines: Peter attempting to tap into funds to develop these guidelines.

Action: Comments sent to Peter Mitchell by March 6, 2008 Completed
Forest Road Guidelines:  Funding requests and background sent to Worksafe BC and MoF. DEGIFS received copy of these requests on March 31, 2008. Awaiting response.
5.2 JPB (Tom Millard - Chair)
Update: no JPB meeting since DEGIFS Executive last meeting (next JPB meeting in last week of April, so no real issues)
Management of Terrain Stability Guidelines: document undergoing legal review.

Forest Terrain Stability Assessment: document proceeding to review by JPB.

Two Task Forces focused on issues:

1) - Forest Terrain Stability Assessment Task force – to rewrite APEGBC’s Guidelines for Terrain Stability Assessments in the Forest Sector 2003 document. Draft in progress and will be forwarded shortly to JPB (anticipated May, 2008).
2) - TSA Skills set (Glynnis): in progress – Doug VanDine commissioned to review this document (funded by APEGBC and possibly ABCPF).
5.3 Guidelines (Julien Henley)
No developments - Guidelines are now developed by JPB. Plan to keep communications open between JPB and DEGIFS Executive. Julien and Tom support a suggestion that a DEGIFS Executive liaison be appointed to stay in contact with JPB task force chairs.
Forest Terrain Stability Assessment Task force (Tom Millard – Chair, Terry Rollerson and Rob Wilson on task force) – DEGIFS Executive contact: Ron Arksey
TSA Skills set (Glynnis Horel - Chair, Peter Jordan and Jim Schwab on task force) – DEGIFS Executive contact: Mike Noseworthy with Irena Weiland as an alternate.
DEGIFS discusses the need for a review/audit of the crossing guidelines. Suggest contacting the Joint Practices Board for direction (since it was developed by JPB) or possibly to the Forest Practices Board. Are they working, not working and what may need to be changed? Main issue is the guideline is not generally followed by industry. Are there any outstanding issues? (e.g. are bridges collapsing?)
Action Item: Julien and Jeremy to solicit (straw poll) practicing professional for their opinions concerning the use/applicability of Crossing Guidelines with the plan to draft information letter to DEGIFS Executive and JPB.
Julien and Jeremy to draft letter to JPB identifying Crossing Guideline concerns/ issues brought to the attention of DEGIFS Executive.

5.4 DEGIFS Bursary (Jeremi Araki) 
DEGIFS Bursary announcement sent out and waiting for replies from any potential recipients.
Any criteria evaluation changes must be approved at AGM. Brian Chow and Ron Jordens are willing to assist in task. Plan to have draft evaluation criteria developed by the next AGM. Main issue is undergraduate versus post graduate candidate evaluation requirements.
5.5 Expansion of DEGIFS to other resource sectors (Doug Underhill)
Task Group proposes to alter ToR, possibly voting process (letter ballot) by Executive approval during May meeting,
APEGBC Council support then Ron to send out to all members,

Members Vote - advise Council of outcome.

Action Item:
DEGIFS Executive to prepare a letter to inform APEGBC Council that we are considering expanding into other sectors and how to engage in process (by April 25, 2008 council meeting). Peter suggests letter to council as has been drafted by Structural engineers; Peter will forward this letter as an example to Irena and Doug.

Peter to send Doug a word document of Terms of Reference (ToR) to allow track changes. Possible issues include:

· Need to discuss the change from Forest Sector to what? Possibly Resource Sector (DEGIRS) or Forest Activity on the Land Base Resource Sector (DEGIFALBRS).

· Are there any other changes required to the ToR since we are anticipating revising the document?
DEGIFS will wait for comments/ direction from Council prior to proceeding with in depth ToR revision. Refer to 2006 Mark Goldback email which has been sent by Doug to DEGIFS executive

5.6 Natural Resource Education Steering Committee (Dave Wilford)

No update
5.7 Statement of Limitations/ TSA Disclaimer (Jack Whittles)
No new developments, but executive agrees that DEGIFS should pursue issue as some guidance is required by DEGIFS members.
Action Item: Jack to approach Doug VanDine and APEGBC legal council for direction.

5.8 Forest Engineering Task Force (Jeremy Araki, Julien Henley)
APEGBC task force to define “Forest Engineer” and develop experience/ education guideline from APEGBC’s perspective. Draft submission sent out to a select review committee.
Intent is to help EITs with experience records, makes registration process easier and allows reviewers a framework to evaluate Forest Engineers
6.0 2008 AGM Technical Sessions (Jack Whittles and Mike Noseworthy)
Theme: Engineering and Geoscience in the Resource Sector

Mike forwarded an outline of speakers list and topics to solicit comments.
Other technical presentations may be required. Possible suggestions include Galore Creek Mine (Bob Paraline from Nova Gold)
Fieldtrip: Hydrologic and geotechnical issues in the Chase Creek watershed.
7.0 Treasurer's report (Tracey Raume)
No update

Action Item: Transfer signatories on DEGIFS Account to Irena Weiland and Doug Underhill

Action Item: Irena and Tracey to review budget
8.0 ASPECT (Sharon Scott)
Action item: Certificate recipients to be included in Aspect

Aspect Editor role compiled by Sharon and sent to editorial board for review before being included in Executive Binders
Aspect published on March 28th, delayed issue – see new business.
9.0 Web Page (Tracey Raume)
No Update

Action item: Still needs some Minutes from last year (from Norm Deverney)
Action Item: Past awards and Bursary award winners to Tracey (from Julien)
Doug forwarded forest engineering award recipients to Tracey for posting.

10.0 New Business

10.1 DEGIFS-JPB- Membership communications (Irena, Tom)
Action item: Review roles and responsibilities; See 5.3 as we have appointed DEGIFS Executive members to liaise with JPB task forces
Roles and responsibilities protocol: move to next meeting Agenda – send input to Irena
10.2 Safe Certification (Julien Henley)
Irena provided some comments on role of Forest Safety Council and licensees/industry, based on her conversations with FSC representative.
10.3 Update on Executive Activities in Aspect

MTS Guidelines discussion

Action Item: include in Aspect a summary of MTS discussion among DEGIFS Executive in a broader update of Executive topics

Publish the email from DEGIFS Executive to APEGBC Council regarding DEGIFS Executive support of the MTS guideline.
11.0
ADJOURN

Adjourned:  11:25 pm
Motion to Adjourn M/S (Julien/Jack)

Next meeting: May 5, 2008 at 9:00 am (moved to May 9, 2008 at 9:00 am due to not enough members to form a quorum during scheduled May 5, 2008)
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