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 Minutes

DEGIFS EXECUTIVE MEETING

Conference Call
September 16, 2005, 8:00 am to 10:00 am

Attendees:

Heather Blyth

Ron Jordens

Peter Mitchell

Bruce Thomson

 Julie Orban

Mark Goldbach

Deepa Filatow

Calvin VanBuskirk
Executive members Absent:

Brian Chow
1.0
Adoption of Agenda

Agenda adopted with an addition to discuss submitting an article to ASPECT on the implications of FRPA on employment opportunities for DEGIFS members; moved by Ron seconded by Mark
2.0
Previous Executive Meeting Minutes
August 19, 2005 executive meeting minutes adopted as circulated with a few suggested edits from Ron and Heather; moved by Ron, seconded by Deepa.
3.0

Review of Action Items from Previous Meeting Minutes

From August 19,, 2005 minutes:

· 4.0  Action Item from SPS (CF):  Deepa to investigate polling on website to monitor standards of practice.  

· APEGBC has a function and capability to poll and it was decided to set up a series of questions to poll members and to carry forward this item to 2006.
· 4.0  Action Item from SPS (CF):  Calvin to investigate affiliate membership issues and develop strategy on appropriate approach.  Calvin to contact Dwight Yochim to discuss affiliate memberships for ABCFP members.

· It was decided to look into this issue further following 2006 memberships – this item carried forward to 2006 – see item 12.1 below.
· Done:  Heather to get clarification from Calvin on nomination requirements for the JPB and distribute to executive.  Term of existing JPB reps extended one year -see item 6.2 below.
· 6.2 Action Item (CF):  Kevin to develop draft communication protocol and flow chart between DEGIFS and JPB and send to DEGIFS for comment.  See item 6.2 below.
· Done.  6.3  Action Item:  Executive to send Heather list of key design issues for proposed Road Guidelines to discuss at next meeting.

· Several design issues were sent in by Ron.
· Calvin suggested that prior to addressing the Road Guidelines, the executive approach the JPB with a request to invite the foresters to assist DEGIFS in preparing an overall sustainability guideline for forest engineering and geoscience that would be modeled to ensure that other future guidelines (such as the Road Guidelines) are in accordance with the core values of the sustainability guidelines.  See Item 6.2 below.
· Done.  Executive to assist Julie in obtaining/providing photos and letters to the editor for the next edition of Aspect.  See Item 10 below.
· Done.  Mark sent Julie a summary of the May 2005 meeting minutes for inclusion into September issue of Aspect. 

· Deleted.  Tim to send Deepa final executive meeting minutes from 2004 for posting on website and copy Mark for archiving.

· Deepa to include 2004 draft minutes into ASPECT as they have been received from Tim, even if in draft form.

· 11.0  Action Item (CF):  Deepa to add a ‘Professional Development’ section to website.

· Done.  Heather sent DEGIFS response to the draft MOU to APEGBC and JPB.
· 12.1  Action Item (CF):  Brian to work on draft protocol between DEGIFS and JPB.

· Done.  Heather has included Hydrology theme for 2006 AGM on the 2005 AGM agenda.

· Done: Heather to look into the appropriateness of using government phone lines for DEGIFS conference calls. 
· It was decided during the meeting that Peter would look into the possibility of billing DEGIFS through APEGBC’s conference call procedures.  Until then, each DEGIFS executive member would be responsible for charges for their individual line into future conference calls.

· 12.3  Action Item (CF):  Mark distributed to executive a recent report from FPB entitled ‘Managing Landslide Risk from Forest Practices in British Columbia’ (FRB/SIR/14, dated July 2005) and contacted Terry Rollerson about the possibility of providing summary information on TSFA reviews he conducted for a major licensee.  MG to follow up with Terry. See item 12.2 below.
· Done.  Calvin put idea of developing sustainability guidelines to Glynnis (JPB).  See Item 6.2 below.  
4.0

(No Item 4 on Agenda)

5.0

Critical Dates Calendar for 2005 (Calvin)

5.1
JPB Nominations Presentation (closing date Friday Sept 30)

Base on information provided by Glynnis (see item 6.2), JPB members will be extending their term on year – as such JPB nominations will not be held.

5.2
Ballots Mailed for 2005/2006 Executive (closing date Sept 28)

No ballots have been sent out to date. 

Action Item:  Mark to contact Calvin (who left meeting early) to enquire as to the nomination process to date and status of nominees, and if necessary get information on nominees over to Janet Sinclair (APEGBC) to prepare ballots, and provide information/write-ups on nominees to Julie prior to Sept 23 for inclusion in ASPECT.
5.3
Committee Reports PowerPoint Presentation for the AGM

Heather to prepare a PowerPoint presentation for the 2005 AGM.  Executive to provide input for their respective areas of responsibility.
Action Item:  Calvin to send Heather PowerPoint versions of 2004 AGM DEGIFS annual meeting presentation to use as template for 2005 presentation.  Calvin to distribute to all executive the Word version of 2004 AGM presentation for their input.

6.0
Committee Reports

6.1
APEGBC (Peter Mitchell):  

Richard Lindsey has resigned from his position as Director of Marketing and Government Relations.  All future communications with APEGBC will be through Janet Sinclair.  
6.2
Joint Practice Board (Glynnis Horel):
Kevin not present at meeting.  Glynnis joined the meeting to provide a JPB update and clarification on the respective roles of the JPB and DEGIFS.
a)  Calvin suggested to Glynnis that the JPB invite the foresters to assist DEGIFS in preparing an overall sustainability guideline for forest engineering and geoscience that would be modeled to ensure that other future guidelines (such as the Road Guidelines) are in accordance with the core values of the sustainability guidelines.  Glynnis suggested that DEGIFS provide the JPB with a briefing note such that the JPB board can act on addressing this issue.
Action Item:  Calvin to prepare a briefing note, addressed to the JPB representative for DEGIFS, requesting the JPB to invite the foresters to assist DEGIFS in preparing an overall sustainability guideline for forest engineering and geoscience.  Calvin to have a draft of the briefing note prepared for discussion at the next executive meeting.
b)  Glynnis indicated that all JPB meetings are suspended until such time that APEGBC resolves its side of the consultation process.  It has been proposed that the terms of the current JPB reps be extended by one year to allow the process to be resolved. 
DEGIFS agreed unanimously to carry over the current APEGBC appointees to the JPB – motion by Ron, seconded by Deepa.

c) Glynnis provided some background into the history of the JPB and DEGIFS, their respective mandate and relationship with each other.  Glynnis indicated that the JPB is presently developing protocol for obtaining input from various groups and recognizes that DEGIFS is a key group that provides input, as appropriate.  DEGIFS needs to develop its own protocol for selecting members to provide input and communications including 1) lines by which communications go to the JPB reps, and 2) the lines of communication between DEGIFS and their appointed representatives to the JPB task forces.  
d)  Glynnis clarified that a key mandate for the JPB is to develop guidelines in areas of overlapping professional practice.  The purpose of task forces, appointed by the JPB, are to actually develop the guidelines.  The JPB writes the TOR for each of its task forces and provides direction to the task forces in the event of a gridlock.  Each professional association (APEGBC and ABCFP) appoint representatives to each task force as they consider appropriate.  The task forces create technical documents that outline where the two sides (engineers/geoscientists and the foresters) are aligned and where they differ.  The JPB is then responsible for negotiating an equitable agreement between the two sides. 
e) Glynnis indicated that the purpose of the MOU is to outline the principles under which the JPB should operate and to give general powers to the JPB.  The TOR will address the specific tasks of the JPB.  Glynnis suggested that some of the recent review comments by DEGIFS on the draft MOU may be more appropriately applied to the TOR.
f) The next steps for the JPB are to review the MOU and latest review comments (on Sept 19) and provide an early draft of the TOR and provide to DEGIFS for review.  All responses from DEGIFS should go through our representative Kevin Turner.  

There will be no APEGBC meeting prior to the AGM.
6.3
Guidelines (Calvin/Brian):

Nothing further to report apart from issues discussed with Glynnis under item 6.2..
6.4 DEGIFS Bursary
Brian not present.
7.0
(No Item 7 on Agenda)
8.0
2005 AGM (Ron)

Ron indicated that there was nothing new to report w.r.t. the 2005 AGM.
Peter suggested that as chair of DEGIFS, Heather should present Mr. George Shikaze, P.Eng. with the Forest Engineering Award of Excellence at the 2005 AGM.  This is a joint award between APEGBC and ABCFP.
Action Item:  Heather to present Mr. George Shikaze, P.Eng. the Forest Engineering Award of Excellence at the 2005 AGM.
9.0 Treasurer’s Report (Deepa)

No change to the balance of DEGIFS bank account or GIC since that reported at last meeting. 
Action Item:  Deepa to send out explanation of expense reimbursement for 2005 AGM to executive.

10.0 Aspect (Julie)

Julie indicated that there is a continuing need to obtain from the executive or other DEGIFS members photographs, articles and letters to the editor for Aspect.  For the September issue of ASPECT Deepa has provided a short article to Julie.

Action Item:  Ron to draft up an article on the impacts of FRPA on employment opportunities for DEGIFS members and Peter to send in an article regarding a BC supreme court decision instructing the ABCFP to reconsider a formal complaint against their practices.

11.0
Web Page (Deepa)

Nothing new to report from last meeting.

Action Item (CF):  Deepa to add a ‘Professional Development’ section to website.
12.0
New Business
12.1
Affiliate Membership
Calvin has been looking into this issue and suggested that the issue of affiliate membership be removed as an action item and look into it again in 2006 following a review of the 2006 membership. 
12.2
FPB TSFA Review Report – Comments and Suggestions
Report was reviewed by several members and agreement reached that based on the FPB report, the standard of reports by TSA members needs to be addressed.  More discussion on this issue is required.  Mark contacted Terry Rollerson about the possibility of providing summary information on TSFA reviews he conducted for a major licensee.  Terry would look into it.
Action Items: 
· Mark to follow up with Terry Rollerson on potential for obtaining summary information on TSA reviews that Terry carried out for a major licensee.
· Heather to include on agenda for discussion at AGM.
12.3
Draft Communication Protocol and Flow Chart Between JPB and DEGIFS – Status and Comment
See Item 6.2 above.

12.4
Executive to Inform Kevin of Key Design Issues for Road Guidelines
See item 6.2 above.  This item is on hold until the MOU and TOR for the JPB have been dealt with.
12.5
Prepare List of Sustainability Issues (Calvin)
Calvin put idea of developing sustainability guidelines to Glynnis Horel (JPB) during the meeting - see Item 6.2 above.
12.6
Pacific Regional Soil Science Society

Deepa indicated that there is a letter from the Pacific Regional Soil Science Society titled ‘Soil Protection Act of BC – A Call for Action’.  

Action Item:  Deepa to inquire as to whether the Pacific Regional Soil Science Society would be willing to share the letter with the DEGIFS executive. 

13.0
MSRM Terrain Working Group (Deepa)
A 3 hour meeting was held with those interested in taking part in the MSRM Terrain Working Group.  Goals of the working group were outlined.  A group needs to be struck including representatives from government and consulting (including MoT and a BC north representative).  

The purpose of the group will be to derive standards where terrain and ecological mapping overlap.  The initial focus will be on terrain stability mapping.  There is currently plenty of terrain mapping and soil mapping data for BC – attempts will be made to collect this information. 
Presently, a terrain information page (through the MSRM web page) is in draft form and the goal is to have it up and running by the end of September 2005.  The new MSRM web page address will be listed in the next edition of ASPECT. 
16.0
Next Meeting

Wednesday October 12, 2005 at 8:00 pm on the night prior to the start of the 2005 AGM.

LIST OF ACTION ITEMS:
· 4.0  Action Item from SPS (CF):  Deepa to investigate polling on website to monitor standards of practice.  

· APEGBC has a function and capability to poll and it was decided to set up a series of questions to poll members – this item carried forward to 2006.
· 4.0  Action Item from SPS (CF):  Calvin to investigate affiliate membership issues and develop strategy on appropriate approach.  This item to be carried forward to 2006.

· 5.2  Action Item:  Mark to contact Calvin to enquire as to the nomination process to date and status of nominees, and if necessary get information on nominees over to Janet Sinclair (APEGBC) to prepare ballots, and provide information/write-ups on nominees to Julie prior to Sept 23 for inclusion in ASPECT.

· 5.3  Action Item:  Calvin to send Heather PowerPoint versions of 2004 AGM DEGIFS annual meeting presentation to use as template for 2005 presentation.  Calvin to distribute to all executive the Word version of 2004 AGM presentation for their input.

· 6.2 Action Item (CF):  Kevin to develop draft communication protocol and flow chart between DEGIFS and JPB and send to DEGIFS for comment.

· 6.2  Action Item:  Calvin to prepare a briefing note, addressed to the JPB representative for DEGIFS, requesting the JPB to invite the foresters to assist DEGIFS in preparing an overall sustainability guideline for forest engineering and geoscience.  Calvin to have a draft of the briefing note prepared for discussion at the next executive meeting.

· 8.0  Action Item:  Heather to present Mr. George Shikaze, P.Eng. the Forest Engineering Award of Excellence at the 2005.

· 9.0  Action Item:  Deepa to send out explanation of expense reimbursement for 2005 AGM to executive.

· 10.0  Action Item:  For ASPECT, Ron is to draft up an article on the impacts of FRPA on employment opportunities for DEGIFS members and Peter is to send in an article regarding a BC supreme court decision instructing the ABCFP to reconsider a formal complaint against their practices.

· 11.0  Action Item (CF):  Deepa to add a ‘Professional Development’ section to website.

· 12.1  Action Item (CF):  Brian to work on draft protocol between DEGIFS and JPB.

· 12.2  Action Items: 

· Mark to follow up with Terry Rollerson on potential for obtaining summary information on TSA reviews that Terry carried out for a major licensee.

· Heather to include on agenda for discussion at AGM.

· 12.6  Action Item:  Deepa to inquire as to whether the Pacific Regional Soil Science Society would be willing to share the letter with the DEGIFS executive
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